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An integral part of our her beautiful little girl
Graduation Ceremony is thdast year. She got hersel
commissioning of cadets whaoback into shape, succesg

fourth son of a re- to be with her Army-retiree father af-
tired Army Colonel ter he suffered a debilitating stroke.

A _ : received his gold A year later, leaning heavily upon a
= have completed all of their re-fully graduated and is bars. He wore onecane, he traveled two thousand miles
g quirements with their successene her way into the brother’s uniform, to pin his own gold bars upon his
|| ful graduation from Warrior Army as a lieutenant. | another’s “US” in- daughter, after she returned here this
8 Forge. Itis one of my great-heartily welcome this ; signia and was year and successfully graduated from
|1 est honors to administer thenew Army Family to our . e , . pinned using one Warrior Forge.
|l oath of office to these cadetdold. - ' % i gold bar from each Every cadet who attends Warrior
A and then watch their friends, Another young ,fa-‘f‘ A of his other broth- Forge has his or her own story of tri-
S|| families and spouses pin thenan stood tall in our for- Ed, _/ ers by his father. als, tribulations and challenges. The
=|| gold bars upon their shouldersmation and was pinnediE—"= sy The selfless servicelesson for us all is that determination
=|| Each of these cadets has hy his mother, grandpar- Col. Steven R. Corbett of this entire fam- and the will to win can overcome any
S| story, and I'd like to share justents and sister. Immedi- ily stands testimony to this family’ obstacle that fate places in our path.
a few of them with you. ately afterwards, we all moved to thgense of duty and patriotism. Remember our Warrior Ethos...never

One commissionee wasArmy Community Services Center,  Another new lieutenant receivedyuit, and never accept defeat. Each
pinned by her hushand and her 13vhere his father, a mobilized Armynhis first salute from his grandfatherpf these stories could have ended very
month-old baby. During the summeReserve officer serving in Irag, ada World War |l veteran and retireddifferently, but the Army, OUR Army
of 2003, she was unable to attend thministered his oath of office via anoncommissioned officer. Thisprovided the opportunity for each of
National Advanced Leadershipvideo Teleconference. This Armyfamily’s service spans over 60 yearthese men and women to achieve.
Camp, due to her pregnancy. A yedamily, separated by ten thousangf continuous service to our nation. I’'m proud of each of them, and
later, she not only faced the “usualiniles and the call of duty, was stillA young lady was commissioned eamproud of all of you who continue to
challenges of Warrior Forge, but alsbound together during this poignaniier this summer by her parents. Lagtice the challenges of achieving a
overcame the very real physical chamoment in a young lieutenant's life.year, she left Fort Lewis before comeommission in the Army —_
lenge of recovering from the birth of At yesterday’s graduation, thepleting her summer training, in order

Congratulations ontraining you received
completing Warrior and apply that with
Forge. As you head backsome forward think-
for your final year of ing.
schooling, I'd like to take Next year you will

ground as events un-Soldiers are killed or wounded.
fold. You don’t get a They are the leaders who write
“do-over” when lead- the letters home and bear the
ing American Sol- weight of responsibility when bad
diers, so continue tothings happen.

a moment to remind youvery likely be leading train hard as you pre- Your attitude is vital to pre-
about the meaning of yourtroops in combat. We pare for your commis- paring for this responsibility. It's
training at Fort Lewis.  Soldiers are in a seri-[%s sion. the things you do every day to get

With your successesous business, conduct{ . No doubt you’'ve ready that will pay the dividends
here, you've taken an im-ing a sobering mission. 4 Sat Mai | @lready read storieslater. You won't have the luxury
portant step toward be\When assigned to yourl_onr.‘m'fln 9t Mal- about the lieutenantsto get ready tomorrow. Do every-
coming a second lieutenfirst duty station, you -€W!s "erguson serving in Irag, Korea, thing you can do today, so when
ant who is relevant andwill be at the critical level of lead- Kuwait and Afghanistan and(not if) you're leading that pla-
ready - a leader com-ership - the platoon and staff-secoether places around the worldoon in war you will have done
manders must rely uportion levels - where Soldiers reallywho were cadets last year like yoall the correct things to do the job
and Soldiers must trustoperate. The reality is that lieu-are now. They are the leaders whight. You will be the point of
Reflect now about thetenants and sergeants are on thge up close and personal whémpact. Train hard, and be ready.

Support the Cad etS This encounter with the lieutenant was onedrums, violins, flutes, trumpets, trombones, saxo-

\ : . that stuck in my mind as one of the brighter mophones, keyboard, harmonica — and even bag-

By Chap. (Maj.) Kimono Nicolaides ments of my year-long tour in the Middle East. Itpipes.
“Chaplain Nicolaides!” also assured me of God’s faithfulness to fulfill one | found that guitars are available on logn
The excited voice rang out amongst thgromise which Jesus made to His disciples -whefrom the Nelson Recreation Center, to whon |
noon-time bustle at the Biop Coalition MilitaryHe said, “whosoever is willing to give but a cupam very grateful for the willing contribution
Airbase in Baghdad. Surprised, | looked up fromf water to one of these, the least of my brethrertlowever, | have yet to find a source for instrji-
my MRE to discover the smiling face of a youngh my name, will not lose His reward.” ments that would allow these cadets to emplpy
lieutenant coming in my direction. “You may not ~ So this year when | returned here to Fortall of their musical abilities while here at Warrigr
remember me,” he said, “but | was one of theswis for my third summer to serve with Warrior Forge.
cadets in your regiment a couple of years agokarge, | was more determined than ever to pro-  Aside from harmonicas, they are forced {o
Fort Lewis.” vide the best ministry possible to these cadets. leave their own instruments at home when they
In the ensuing conversation, | was to learn | discovered during the inprocessing brief-come here; therefore, our Post Chaplain suggested

that this young man had used an educational dieg | give that the cadets possess many unique mthat an article in the Warrior Leader making the
lay after his graduation from college to completgcal talents. Those who attend the graduation cecommunity aware of this need would be useful
a master’s degree, and then been commissiomeaonies and hear a cadet’s rendition of the Nan obtaining donations of secondhand instrl-
in the Armor branch. Now he was assigned to thienal Anthem would surely agree that they arements. So here is your opportunity. If you would
2nd Infantry Division, which had been instrumerrichly blessed in their vocal abilities. There are alsdike to contribute to our newly founded musical
tal in the siege of Baghdad a few months earlienany who play a wide variety of instruments —instrument archive, then just give our Warrigr
Before the siege and fall of Baghdad, he had bemmd who would be more than willing to employ Forge chaplain or chaplain’s assistant a call{at
busy escorting VIPs for the office of the Provitheir skills to the glory of God during our worship (253) 966-5859.

. 4

NCO Notes

sional Coalition Authority. services. Among the cadets are players of guitars,  Thank you and may God be with you.
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Professors, we want YOU!

By 2nd Lt. Brian Fallon face first) and experiencing the Slide for Life. THET

From July 8 to 11, Operation Warrior Forgemost common reaction they had at every ev§:
at Fort Lewis, Wa., hosted 96 professors, deangs to say, “That was fun!” They had a cha
vice presidents and other university faculty merte participate in Basic Rifle Marksmanship, fi
bers from across the country with the 2004 Wang 20 rounds at the Qualification Range. Geo
rior Forge Educators Visit. An additional 13Goster of Tarleton State actually managed to '
Nurse educators visited Warrior Forge from Jugll twenty targets. Later, Foster admitted th{F=%,
20 to 23. prior to beginning his academic career, he'd bg "+

U.S. Army Cadet Command annually invitea Soldier, an Army firefighter.
educators to visit Fort Lewis and see first hand Many educators were impressed with t
what their ROTC students accomplish during tikgeld Leader Reaction Course in particular. Fi
summer. The visit allows Cadet Command they were all briefed on the concept of the FLR -0« and cadre watch cadets at ITT.
showcase Warrior Forge. The focus is on explaidempared to previous training events, FLRC was
ing leadership development and assessmentests focused on confidence and more focusedmeals. With just a little bit of instruction, the edu-
cadets and to give the educators a greater appeaedership and the eight Troop Leading Proceators were cooking up such favorites as G.I.
ciation for the Army and ROTC. In their foudures. Following their briefing, the guests brokeudding, the MRE hamburger and the ever-popu-
days at Warrior Forge, the educators are showm into groups and tackled several obstacleslar chili-mac with cheese.
various training events such as the Confidenitee same manner as the cadets do, with evalua- As a final event, the educators all ate at the
Course, Basic Rifle Marksmanship, Rappellingions of their performance. They performed veri@ibson DFAC (dining facility), paired with ca-
Slide for Life, Field Leaders Reaction Courseell, completing most of the obstacles givedets from their schools. Eating with the cadets
(FLRC), Squad Situational Exercise and Indwithin the time allowed. was “a great chance to learn what Warrior Forge
vidual Tactics Training. These events highlight Beyond field training, the educators also ais really like for our students,” said Ms. Ashley
the importance of confidence building and leatended a social and formal dinner, escorted ade of Washington University.
ership training that is central to the mission afstructors from their schools’ ROTC programs.  When it came time to pack up and head back
Warrior Forge. Additionally, the educators arBut not all of their meals were so civilized. Tao their colleges and universities, the educators
briefed on the mechanics of cadet leadership deld to the Warrior Forge experience, they welft with an appreciation and respect for what their
velopment at both the university and at Warrigerved that Army-wide standard: MREs. To thstudents go through when they put on their uni-
Forge. chagrin of cadets and instructors alike, marfgrms. There was one other change in the educa-

The educators didn’t just watch the cadeltsved the field ration meals. Following some intors: a new word had entered their everyday vo-
training, they participated. Many professors westiructions on proper heating and eating by officabularies, a word commonly heard at the train-
off the rappel tower (some “Australian style” ers and NCOs present, the educators tore into thed sites, and then on the busé4ooah! ==

Father commissions son ... from Iraq to General’'s son continues the

Fort Lewis via video teleconference : : 5 _ _
i} ':J__-'.;_:.'.,-. ’ : graduation and commissioning cef famlly bUSIe . I\Rﬁgg\?\,réﬂnst_',t\%_t’ev\(,ﬁxgﬂIk)]’elr;e_
: ' q B |

uelig.o Awalsr

emony, where officers repeat th ceived an Associate of Arts de
oath OJ ofﬁ%e, hﬁ"? tfheltr ba}rst plgme gree and completed the majof
on and render their first salute bran ity of his ROTC training. Lieu-

new lieutenant and family headed far tenant Geraci will be assigne

; . o
the video teleconferencing center o IO haKansasiNaticnalcian
r

@ | post. Six thousand miles away i :
=1 v Irag, Lt. Col. Elbert stood impa- as an infantry platoon leade

2 tiently in front of a television moni-
o tor. Would he be able to see his sd
£ and wife? Would the telecast be su
5 denly lost? Twenty minutes late
£ these questions were all answered. gyig. Gen, Richard V. Geraci (left),

= U

and will next attend the Univer:
sity of Kansas in Lawrence
Commissioned under thg
Army’s early commission pro-
gram, 2nd Lt. Geraci will study

\1*4

3 > _ business and, upon graduation,
&  The colonel had administered son-in-law of Harold and Anne  ransition to active duty in the
2nd Lt. Vincent Elbert says the oath the oath of office to his son and brand ;Ser?_l, admlmcsitt%rs tSheh?ath of gfflce Army
of office as his father administers the i i 0 his son and the Sehl’s grandson, 3 .
ceremony all the way from Iraq. new Ilel_thnant Elber_t_was foIIc_)\(vmg 2nd Lt. Jefferey V. Geraci (right) at Brig. Gen. Geraci attended
the family’s strong military tradition. | Eort Lewis. Wa. Bria. Gen. Geraci . -
i | dfell - ; . ort Lewis, Wa. Brig. Gen. Geraci  Fort Lewis Advanced Camp in
By Maj. Douglas Goodfellow Besides his father being a membgrand his wife, the former Kathleen

Three thousand miles is a lon@f the Army, his grandfather had re} A. Sehl both graduated from Rome h%m | i?]nldw%r.aduated from

way to travel to watch a commistired as a Sergent First Class. Liey- Gatholic High Schoolin 1973. They “I would have never
sioning ceremony, 6,000 miles is &enant Elbert a recent graduate from y g o guessed that 30 years from the
short distance when you use technabtate University of New York at| Story and photo by day I graduated from advanced
ogy. For 2nd Lt. Vincent Elbert bothBrockport, hopes to purse a care¢rMaj. Richard Neufang camp that | would be back
were accomplished. When the Lieuin the Army’s medical service corps Brig. Gen. Richard V. commissioning my son,” he

tenant was commissioned July 20 at At the conclusion of the cer{ Geraci. Director. National Se-said. “He joins many great se
Fort Lewis, Washington, his motheemony Col. Steven Corbett, Com} curity épace Arc’hitect, L T = gy

Laurie, grandparents Glenn andhander of Warrior Forge gave newly stered the oath of office to hisour country today. My wife and
Rosemarry Roux and girlfriend Katecommissioned Lieutenant Elbert a son, 2nd Lt. Jefferey V. Geraci are very proud of him.” Lieu-

Murray were all in attendance. Hishug for his dad. Corbett asked that 5, July 8, just prior to histenant Geraci is the third gen

father was the only one missing front.t. Col Elbert give Mrs. Corbett, graduation from the Leader Deeration to serve in the military
this important occasion. Deployedvho is Maj. Corbett and also det velopment and Assessmertiis grandfather, Lt. Col
with the United States Army’s 420thployed in Iraq, a hug from him. Lt.| course at Fort Lewis, Wa. InVincent C. Geraci. who servet
Engineer Brigade in Irag since Janucol Elbert replied, “Only with my May, the younger’Geraciin Vietnafn, i e o e

ary, Lt. Col. Fredric Elbert used techwife’s permission”. Mrs. Elbert ap-| sraduated from New Mexico - : 2
nology to be at his son’s graduatiorproved with a chuckle =gg—— ¢ SRl lIA R C Il

Shortly after the traditional

O
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I ake ( h ar e I Patrolling STX puts cadets’
s leadership skills into overdrive

By Spc. Monica Wehri
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Move out! The order is given to proceed from the_ Landing Zo to a pre-determined field Iocatinand link up with the simulate d allied forces.
Patrolling Situational Training Exercise ig

the ultimate training event at Warrior Forge, d
ing which cadets use all the skills they ha
learned and refined since the first day of ca
Land navigation, defensive and offensive bat
skills, team leadership — even deciding whet
the patrol faces enemy combatants or innocs
civilians — are all part of an officer’s tool kit. Thig
final challenge tests all these skills.

Patrolling STX is 72 hours long, stretche]
over four days. By the time cadets start their g8
ercise, they have already been in the field for fg
days, coming directly from Squad STX. This e
tended field time gives cadets a more realis
field experience.

Fifth Regiment Cadet Stacy Gross, fro
Florida Southern College, said the exercise
a great glimpse of real world soldiering.

“It gave us a taste of what Soldiers are g
ing through overseas. Eight days here does
compare to what they are going through,” s
said. “If | can’t handle eight days, | shouldn’t b

here. . . In the role of Primary Intelligence Officer for the fictitious nation of Palomas, Capt. Thomas Dye from
Each day presents a different mission. Cge Patrolling STX Committee staff gives a broken-English briefing to a designated cadet leader.

dets start with a 4km tactical road march, then
set up a patrol base. They review combat patrehoulder-carried, PRC-77 radio. Dye explained how one of the most stress-
ling principles and go through a mix of helicop-  Throughout training, cadets get intelligenciil situations cadets deal with during Patrolling
ter transport, land navigation and they confroopdates about the fictional country of Palomas.interacting with civilians while trying to con-
role players who act as Civilians On the Battl&¥hen cadets arrive at the exercise, Primary lddct their combat missions. Civilians are included
field. This is a variable Soldiers find themselvaslligence Officer Capt. Thomas Dye from thi& the missions to raise the level of decision-mak-
experiencing with increasing regularity in the re@atrolling STX staff greets them — in charactémg stress. The civilian variable keeps cadets on
world. and speaking broken English. Dye welcomes daeir toes, testing their quick-thinking skills, and
Refresher classes run four to six hours. Cdets to Palomas and put cadets in the patrollim@ximizing their leadership under pressure. Ca-
dets learn how to raid, movement-to-contaahindset. His character briefs cadets on the sitlets have to figure out who might be the bad guys,
ambushing, reconnaissance, presence patrolliation in Palomas and tells horror stories abaarid who are innocent civilians.
hasty defense and base patrol. Each patrol isfistional civilians getting their simulated thumbs ~ “We’ve patterned our actions off what we
sued an M-60 machine gun and a 25-pourclt off. are seeing coming out of Afghanistan and Iraq

=k S - L ST
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“It's a lot different than being the follower,” assessed on how well they do as leaders. Cadets
she said. “You really have to be focused and are judged on attributes such as mental, physical
your game, because you are taking in so maayd emotional performance. They are also judged
more things. Everyone out there was supportivanceptual, interpersonal, technical and tactical
Everyone who was a follower helped make yakills. Lastly, they are judged on communicat-
look good. When you were a follower you dithg, decision-making, motivating, planning and

your best to support your leader.” executing the mission.
Patrolling is a physical as well as a mental Gross said she learned some valuable les-
challenge, she added. sons during the exercise.

“You have to keep a positive attitude, even  “When you are in charge, always stay cool
2 if your body feels broken you need to tell youand make a decision, because you are the one
=z self to keep going.” everyone is looking to be a leader. Even ifit's the
Patrolling STX cadre said cadets are natrong decision, make a decision mfg=-—
graded on how well they do tactically, but are

o

s F

uqe}v\ BOIUO

— Whatever the mission, sentries are posted for
operational security at every halt.

IUO\ "odg
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facilitate communications with their commanders

and other friendly elements on the battlefield. The
bulky box adds a lot more gear to the rucksack
and sleeping bag already carried.

A Paloman civilian on the battlefield tells a cadet
of torture and murder.

right now,” Dye explained This is to give cadet
the most realistic scenario to make them stq
think and figure out what they have to do to sol
these problems,” . 3

Looking back, Cadet Gross feels being ‘;_"-'rri.'r'i- :
platoon leader during Patrolling STX provide| [
her greatest learning experience.
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Rounding up the bad guys brings this cadet a smile
of pleasure as an OPFOR player is secured ...

l..". .‘- ¥
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It takes a lot of guts to be in the OPFOR ... lots of “Get down,” says this cadet, and it's not an order I
plastic guts to simulate wounds like this protruding to start dancing. Part of the wargame scenario is ... while another OPFOR insurgent is frisked for
intestine. A cadet checks for documents. handling prisoners. weapons and documents.

TOETNY eo!-uow ‘ods




6 Warrior Leader ?]uly 30,2004

Salute Battery honors Soldiers

By Rebekah Courson

commitment to service

Duty, honor and country are
three words that unite every Soldie
regardless of their rank, their ge
der, or their religious or ethnic bac
ground.

The three words mark the fir
ing of three-gun cannonades — t
symbolize unity — at the Regiments
Activation Ceremonies and Regi
mental Graduations at Warrio
Forge. The cannonades are fired
75mm M1A1 Howitzers minted in|.
1943, which have received only mi
nor modifications over the years.

The words duty, honor and
country are three important elemen
in the Soldiers’ Creed, which is the
cornerstone of Army Values, saig
Sgt. 1st Class Dale Jarvey.

“The guns have been demilita
rized to fire only ceremonial ammu
nition,” Jarvey said. “The only threa
is if you're standing in front of them.
That’s not a good thing.”

The cannon crew consists of 2®fficer-in-charge. An extra crew “It's a long, strung-out day,” Starting next year, Todd said,
people from Army Reserve units thastands by. Master Sgt. Dennis Todd, traininghe Salute Battery crews will have
rotate about every 17 days. Jarvey Working on a Salute Batterydivision NCOIC, said. “It's not short two sets of howitzers each. One set
said 16 of the people actual geannon crew gives the Reservists atours they’re out here.” will be used at graduation, and the
through Drill and Ceremony andopportunity to do something new. Every day the guns are cleanedther at RAC.
maintenance training. “They’re not artillery person- and checked for proper operation,  The long hours, though, do not

“Then we pick the best,” henel,” Jarvey said. “They’re mainlyand the crew has dry run rehearsalstop the Reservists from wanting to
said. “So everyone gets a shot at iogistical personnel. They're doingThe crew must also transport thetay for more then their 17 day run.
They have all gone through it.”  something different then whatguns one at a time between North  “|t's a good experience,” said

During the ceremonies, eachtthey’re used to. It's exciting.” Fort Lewis for activation ceremoniessrew member Pvt. 2nd Class
cannon crew is comprised of a  The time the Reservists put irand the main post graduation ceichael Dokko. “I decided to stay
loader, firer and a noncommissionedach day, though, is about 14 houremonies. longer so | could learn morem =

suina|g sejbnoqg 17 pug

Smoke, flame and sparks accentuate the sharp report of a Salute Battery howitzer as it fires in sequence with two other guns.

Cadet Blood Drive ups Madigan stocks

By 2nd Lt. Douglas Blevins

A blood drive for Warrior Forge hosted by the Armed Servics
Blood Program kicked off July 3 with the goal of seeking donatio
from each of the 14 Warrior Forge cadet regiments and their ca
At press time, Regiments 1 through 9 have donated more than 1
units of blood.

This opportunity to give blood was the first for some cade
4th Regiment Cadet Micah Hall, from Princeton University, went
the blood drive not really interested in donating, but after the dono
recruiter from Western Regional Medical Command explained the
importance of blood donations, he was more than persuaded to give.

“It's an excellent thing to do,” said Cadet Joseph Beatty, gn-
other 4th Regiment cadet from Ohio University. He has given s¢v-
eral times before with the American Red Cross.

The blood drive continues through Aug. 11, giving all 14 redi
ments the opportunity to contribute. So far, more than1,118 cag
and 21 cadre members have donated.

The ASBP was started in 1953 to support military membg
during times of conflict and, since the beginning, they have c
lected nearly 5,000,000 units of blood.
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(Above and left) The scenarios
at Squad STX make extensive
use of the Multiple-Indexed
Laser Engagement System,
known as MILES. One device is
the light-safe laser emitter on the

muzzle of the weapon just
behind the blank adapter. When
the weapon fires, the report
actuates a laser burst. If the aim

is accurate, the beam hits
sensors mounted on the target’s

helmet, triggering a beeper that

means the cadet is hit.

Stealth, situational awareness, and mission goals
are one this sneaky cadet’s mind at Squad STX.

For cadets at Warrior Forge, the long da
filled with training, evaluations and exercises c
minate with Squad Situational Training Exercise
This final set of exercises gives cadets two opp(
tunities to lead their squad — and showcase t
leadership and tactical capabilities.

Cadets can receive a variety of missions d¢
ing this last evaluation. Some missions can |ncIu L
taking out a bunker, reacting to contact with ki:, . o ar opic i g L
emy and setting up an ambush. 4 o .

“In the end, it is to help cadets build theithose things that will best benefit the squad ast g ' B 3
leadership capabilities,” said Lt. Col. Marlgo through their training,” Carmody suggeste| - __.-; : i
Carmody, University of Scranton, the Squad STXhe squad will function better as a team and uI . _"‘_ ' el :

il ; =

officer-in-charge. If cadets, according to Carmodgately help each individual with his or her eval
“mature in their leadership style,” then they hawation. |
nd|V|duaI tasks, such as handling a prisoner after
learned what they needed to. Lane evaluators go through extensive traiapture, are key elements evaluated at Squad STX.
Carmody said cadets should prepare on caing before they mentor the cadets out on the lanes.

pus both physically and mentally for they chal- “Trainer-evaluators are experienced sopre-combat inspections — all before the mission

lenges they will face. diers,” said Carmody. “We standardize what thstarts.

“(Cadets should use) individual skills towardrainer-evaluators expect for a cadet by going Once on the lane each cadet must move tac-
through the classes on the missiongally, remember when to report and, most im-
and the battle drills so that theyortantly, accomplish the mission. The cadets are
know what an average cadet is extressed and find themselves in sticky situations
pected to do.” especially once the firefight begins and squad
A member of the Squad STXmembers start dying.
Committee, who walks the lanes  Cadet Caitlin Dempsey, Wake Forest Univer-
with the cadets, issues operatiosity, said she liked Squad STX because of the abil-
orders. During this time cadets aréy to work with the people from her squad with
very stressed. They have to remenmvhom she was able to gel during regimental time.
ber all the training that they have  “| just learned a lot of different ways to go
received while at school. Theyabout completing a mission,” Dempsey said. She
must receive the Operations Ordetontributes this to the way her peers conducted
issue a warning order, and plan themselves in their lanes and the input from the
tactical mission according to Armyevaluators.
Field Manual 7-8. Her advice to cadets facing Squad STX: “Use
They also must prepare ahe time in-garrison, as much as you can, with your
squad operations order, issue isquad. This will help the team effort.”

These cadets conduct their After Action Rewew a cr|t|cal task conduct rehearsals, and perform
that follows every mission to capture lessons learned. '
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ting dirty and being part of the team,” said Maj.
Matthew Whitney, Assistant Professor of Military

Fromebeauty Gieen 1o - [t

Her success with military training echoes

Ar I I l g re e n through her college coursework — and her life. Puro

is studying community health and military science.

g " iy She is active in the community and volunteers,
Cadet trades her pageant shoes for 4, founding two programs: the “Junior Pink Ladies”

combat boots

who volunteer at the local hospital, and the “Safety
Kids Club” at the junior high school. She also serves
as the staff director to the “Utah National Teenager
Pageant.”

Puro chose to be in the Guard so that she could
be closer to home, but she is well aware of the pos-
Janey FasoPender sibility of getting called to a war zone. This likeli-

= hood became a reality when the 1457th Combat
A ! i .. Engineer Unit, which she was assigned to, was acti-
* P S . . 3 vated to Iraq. Tambra stayed behind, but realizes that

T her turn to go overseas still might come. In standard
%pageant-queen fashion, she said she looks at a de-
- 2 ployment as a chance to help those who are less for-
tunate.

No, she’s not waving to the fans ... that’s Cadet Tambra Puro, from Utah Valley State College, winding
up for the pitch at the Hand Grenade Range during Operation Warrior Forge 2004.

Tambra Purois not an average beauty queemot convince me to join. Joining had to mean son
She can throw a grenade. She can fire an M-16. $iag to me personally. | wanted to be a member
knows how to survive the toxic gas of the confidentiee most elite and respected team and family on
chamber. Earth!” she said.

Puro, a member of the Utah National Guard Within a week she had enlisted in the Arm
and an 11th Regiment cadet from the ROTC at Uthllational Guard. :
Valley State College, has been doing beauty pag- With her sister Tiara’s help, Tambra prepare
eants since she was 11 years old. for Basic Training, and found the physical aspeq

Her first pageant was “Missy Miss Kane to be the hardest. She excelled, and received

County,” in which she was crowned maximum number of points on thg
gueen in her division. Since then, she physical fitness test. Her drill ser
has placed in several pageants geants even made her a squd
such as the “Miss Outstanding leader.
Teenager of Utah” and “Utah’s Puro grasped the lead-
National Teenager Pageant.” ership and responsibility anc
In 1999, Puro won the title it quickly became apparent
of “Utah’s Junior National that she had what it took to
Teenager” and headed to th
Opryland Hotel in Nash-
ville, Tenn., for the national
pageant. She retraced h
footsteps to Nashville in
2001 after winning the senior
competition.

The cadet curtailed her
pageant-winning when terrorists

ship abilities at Advanced
Individual Training, where
she was awarded the Arm
Achievement Medal for at-
taining the best possibl
scores for academics and fitgjnow, elbow, wrist, wrist ... okay, now she's
ness. Puro followed the suggeswaving as Puro wears crown and gown on an
attacked the U.S. on Sept. 11, 2001. tion of one of her drill sergeantsp:g?fgfrﬁopgrsap‘i'gyffgtgﬁ:ﬁrﬁfwes as a moving
Puro said that was her “call to arms.” and signed up for the ROTC program
In 2000, her older sister Tiara had joined at UVSC when she returned home. She missed being selected Miss Utah in the
the Utah National Guard, and suggested Tambra do Now, firmly planted in a life she once couldn’lune pageant, but keeps her upbeat attitude. The time-
the same. At the time, Tambra thought there was $&e herself living, Puro’s view of herself has changensuming, demanding atmosphere of the pageant
way she would ever join the military. Perhaps her attitude has something to do with lveas similar to her military training, she said, describ-
“The mere thought of doing push-ups and hasgticcess. ing the pageant as a “wonderful experience.”
ing drill sergeants yell at me was not exactly some- “If you can dream it, you can achieve it,” she  After her commissioning, Puro plans to
thing that | thought | would be good at or wouldsserts, like she’s talking to pageant judges. “As sdmanch Medical Service or Nursing Corps, study to-
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enjoy,” Puro said. as | put my mind to something, and push myseifard a master’s degree in nursing — labor and de-
She had a change of heart on the first anniveutside of my comfort zone, I'm able to achieviévery — and one day start a family of her own.

sary of the terrorist attacks. Puro watched a speeatything.” .

that President George W. Bush gave to the troops, Puro’s Army colleagues, as they spend time

and knew what she had to do. with her, get to see the various facets of her persona.

“The scholarship, the money, et cetera, could “She’s a real lady, but she’s not afraid of get-



